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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants 



Serial No. 



Filed : 



For : 



Torrance et al . 

09/868,118 (U.S. 
National Stage of 
PCT/GB99/04228) 

June 14, 2001 

SCREENING METHODS 



PETITION UNDER 37 CFR § 1.181 



RECEIVED 



1 9 DEC 2005 



Legal Staff 
International Division 



Attention: PCT Legal Office 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Mail Stop PCT 

Dear Sir: 



Applicants hereby petition to the Commissioner 
requesting that the Notice of Abandonment issued for the above- 
identified patent application on November 22, 2002 be vacated 
and, further, request reconsideration of the Decision issued on 
March 19, 2003 (the "Decision") . 

A Notice to File Missing Requirements was mailed on 
July 26, 2001 ("Notice of Missing Requirements"). Applicants 
filed a Response to Notice to File Missing Requirements on 
September 26, 2001. The Decision indicates that a Notification 
of Defective Response was mailed on December 18, 2001 
("Notification), however, the undersigned attorney for applicants 
did not receive this Notification. 

Pursuant to Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 
("MPEP") 711.03(c), the undersigned applicants attorney states: 

(1) The Notification was not received by the 
undersigned attorney nor by said attorneys office; 

(2) A search of the file wrapper for the above- 
identified patent application and the docket records for the 
undersigned attorney and for said attorneys office indicates that 
the Notification was not received by the undersigned attorney nor 
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by said attorneys office; and 

(3) Attached hereto are copies of docket records for 
said attorneys office for the time periods of December 21-31, 
2001, January 11-21, 2002 and January 18-28, 2002 . In 
particular, a review of the docket for the dates of January 26, 
2002 and January 18, 2002 indicates that a response to the 
Notification is not shown. If the Notification had been 
received, a response would have been docketed for one month from 
the date of the Notification (mailed on December 18, 2001), i.e. 
January 18, 2002. Also, had the Notification been received, a 
response date could have been docketed for six months from the 
mailing date of the Notice of Missing Requirements (mailed on 
July 26, 2001), i.e. January 26, 2002. See Notification of 
Defective Response which states that the period for response set 
in the Notification of Missing Requirements may be extended up tp 
a maximum of six months. As shown from the copies of the docket 
records, the Notification was not docketed for either of these 
dates. (Also enclosed is a docket report for December 21-31, 
2001, which shows that the action does not appear on the docket.) 



Applicants believe no fee is due, however, is a fee is 



deemed necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
Deposit Account 50-0772. 



Rogalskyj & Weyand, LLP 
P.O. Box 44 

Livonia, New York 14487-0044 
Telephone: (716) 626-5380 
Facsimile: (716) 626-5384 



Respectfully submitted, 




Karla M. WeyandL/ 
Reg . No . 4 0,223 
Attorney for Applicants 
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